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“Dracula”  
a thrilling 
musical of 

suspense and  
Gothic romance. 

Opens Oct. 7



 

DRACULAA
Happy National Arts & Humanities Month! 
Every October since 1993, thousands of 
organizations and governments across 
the country celebrate how the arts and 
humanities promote happier, healthier, 
safer, and more creative and more engaged 
communities. Here in Aurora we have much 
to celebrate this month – and every month. 
In September, more than 300 of Aurora’s 
citizens worked side-by-side with staff from 
numerous city departments and professional 
artist Yulia Avgustinovich to create a mural 
on Clinton Street using 180 gallons of paint. 
The Aurora Cultural Arts District provides 
limitless opportunities for all of us to enjoy 
and benefit from all of the arts including 
music, dance, theatre and the visual arts. 
The Aurora Fox Arts Center begins its 
32nd season of live theatrical performances 
on Oct. 7 with the musical “Dracula.” 
The Aurora Symphony Orchestra, in 
collaboration with Opera on Tap Colorado, 
will present performances of Johann Strauss’ 
“Die Fledermaus” Oct. 15-16. The Aurora 
History Museum is showcasing artists in the 
annual Gateway to the Rockies Art Show, 
and in November it will showcase additional 
local talent in the annual Festival of Wreaths 
exhibit. Very soon, we will be able to 
enjoy multiple new works of public art by 
internationally acclaimed artists when the R 
Line opens. 
Aurora’s children benefit from participating 
in arts education programs both in their 
schools and those offered by the city, for 
example the continuous dance program and 
non-profit organizations such as Downtown 
Aurora Visual Arts. Aurora’s adults benefit 
from participating in arts programs such 
as the Aurora Symphony Orchestra, the 
Aurora Singers and pottery programs at the 
Bicentennial Art Center. 
The opportunities are endless, so make 
October a month when you and your family 
experience and/or make art together, and 
don’t forget to let your favorite artist, arts 
organization or art teacher know how much 
you appreciate what they do. Congratulations 
to everyone who shares his/her creative 
talents to make Aurora a better place to live, 
work and play. We truly are “a city worth 
discovering.”
We love hearing from you!  Keep sharing 
your thoughts and questions at culture@
auroragov.org.
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Aurora Fox Arts Center Executive Producer Charles Packard has selected 
Life on the Margins of Polite Society as the theme for season 32.  He 
explains, “I have built quite a pleasant life for myself. And so have you. 
We have established norms that let us feel comfortable with each other. 
We protect and reinforce our way of life. We have defined ‘polite society’ 
as a perfect small sphere around us. Season 32, therefore, is designed 
to give audiences insight into those whom we may have wittingly or 
unwittingly ‘left on the margins.’ All of the plays were selected to 
encourage us to examine our individual and societal margins and to 
inspire us to expand them.”

It is easy to see how “Porgy and Bess” and “Priscilla, Queen of the 
Desert” fit into this theme. Both musicals depict minority populations 
being denied access to parts of “polite society.” But how does the lavish 
season opener “Dracula” set the stage for such a heady season? Packard 
answers: “Well, vampires are clearly a minority (at least I hope so), and 
they are clearly loathed by the majority or us mortal human beings who 
prefer to voluntarily ‘donate’ our blood rather than being seduced into an 
involuntary donation.”

Speaking of donating blood, please join hundreds of your fellow 
Aurorans who, for years, have donated blood voluntarily to the Bonfils 
Blood Center at the city’s blood drive on Monday, Oct. 3, from 10 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. at the Aurora Municipal Center, 15151 E. Alameda Parkway. 
When you do, you will receive a voucher for a free glass of wine – red, 
of course – when you purchase a ticket to a performance of “Dracula” at 
The Fox.

But we digressed… “Dracula” is ultimately about fear leading to 
demonization. Vampires are unique among those we fear and shun. 
Vampires have charisma. They appear elegant, aristocratic, sensual 
and charming. That being so, they create the case to expand the class 
of “foreigners to be excluded” to include even those who may appear, 
at first glance, to be very much like us. This quality is taken further in 
the sometimes present attributes of casting no shadow or reflection and 
the requirement that a vampire needs to be invited to gain entry to your 
home. The other is not what they seem.

Was “Dracula” deliberately created 
to foment xenophobia in Victorian 
England? Bram Stoker’s motivations 
are debatable, but it is not a far reach 
to see how this creature could justify 
discrimination against all foreigners –
just to be on the safe side.

Packard again: “I do not suggest that 
we make close friends with vampires 
because they are a minority or simply 
misunderstood. I choose to begin our 
Season 32 Life on the Margins of 
Polite Society with “Dracula” to get us 
thinking about how easily rational fears 
can become irrational ones.”

MESSAGE
from the Editors

Opens The Fox’s 32nd Season

Leonard Barrett will play “Dracula”



Andi Sahlen is a Colorado native 
whose love for photography comes 
from her childhood. She holds two 
master’s degrees and her second 
passion, technology, took her to a 
teaching career in Aurora Public 
Schools from where she recently 
retired. Sahlen is a long-standing 
member of the Aurora Artists Guild 
and has been the chair of the Gateway 
to the Rockies Art Show for the last 
seven years – an event co-sponsored by 
Aurora’s Cultural Services Division. 
Her fine art photography is precisely 
the mix of those two passions. Sahlen 
uses a digital camera to create the basic 
work and then computer software to 
generate special effects. Her macro 
photography reveals details, patterns 
and textures in unique magnification. 
Her manipulation of photo software 
creates stunning monochromatic and 
graphically-edited images. 
Sahlen often exhibits in two-person 
shows with her husband, Dan Fyles. 
Her work is in private collections in the 
U.S., England, France and 

has been accepted into numerous art 
exhibits around Colorado. Among her 
many accolades is the Photographer of 
the Year for Color Prints by the Aurora 
Society of Photographers. 
AC: What are some of the things you 
value most from your tenure with the 
Aurora Artists Guild?
AS: The demos. Demonstrations of 
other fine artists’ processes. Although I 
can’t draw or paint, I learned so much 
about light and shadow, values and 
colors, and I have been able to transfer 
those lessons to my photography. I 
kept my mind open to the experience. 
I joined the guild about 13 years ago, 
and at the very first meeting I met 
photographers who connected me with 
the Aurora Society for Photographers.

AC: You and your husband are 
globetrotters. Have your travels 
enhanced your artwork?

Definitely. We often travel with 
National Geographic tours. They have 
a National Geographic photographer 
on every tour, and I have been able to 
follow them around learning about their 
techniques. 
 
AC: What kind of changes have you 
encountered over the seven years of 
chairing the Gateway to the Rockies 
Art Show?  

AS: When I first joined the guild, the 
show attracted mostly local artists, 
and there were many more miniatures 
entered. This was because everything 
was done in person. Artists brought 
their work in, and it was either accepted 
into the show or it was not. Eventually, 
pieces were submitted via email and 
then on disc. This year we adopted 
CaFÉ (CallForEntry.org). We attract 
more entries every year and the show 
has become accessible to artists from 
all over the world.

SPOTLIGHT
Photographer Andi Sahlen
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The 22nd Annual Gateway to the Rockies 
Art Show is another example of the 
unique partnerships between different 
sectors in Aurora that benefit all our 
citizens. The Aurora Artists Guild—a 
volunteer nonprofit organization of 
artists— reaches out to fine artists all 
over the world to submit their work. The 
guild provides jurors and solicits awards 
from sponsors and recruits volunteers to 

prepare, market and organize the shows. 
The Aurora History Museum hosts and 
staffs the event and provides exhibition 
expertise. The Cultural Arts program 
provides logistics, marketing and 
manpower during the awards reception. 

Through this partnership, professional 
artists are afforded a local venue for 
their work to be seen, admired and 

possibly sold. The citizens have access 
to a professional art show. This year’s 
show includes 154 pieces from 72 
professional artists. The Gateway to the 
Rockies Art Show opened Sept. 20 and 
will run through Nov. 5.
To learn more about the art show, visit 
auroragov.org/GatewayArt

GATEWAY
to the Rockies Art Show

22nd
ANNUAL

Canal Crossing” by Andi Sahlen



october
Dracula Blood Drive
10 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Donors receive a voucher for a free 
glass of red wine with purchase of 
ticket for “Dracula”  
Aurora Municipal Center
15151 E. Alameda Parkway 

Opening Night: “Dracula” 
7:30 p.m. $
Aurora Fox Arts Center 
9900 E. Colfax Ave.

Wine Tasting and  
Gateway Art Show  
6:30 p.m. $ 
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

“Die Fledermaus” (sung in English)

Aurora Symphony Orchestra and  
Opera on Tap Colorado 
7 p.m. Saturday, 3 p.m. Sunday $
North Middle School Auditorium
12095 Montview Blvd.

Write Aurora Workshop and 
“Gateway Art Show” Tour
1 - 3 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 16 
(register at auroragov.org/recreation)
Aurora History Museum 
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

“Disney on Stage”
Aurora Singers 
7 p.m. Saturday
2 p.m. Sunday $ 
South Middle School
12310 E. Parkview Drive 

Lecture: The Footprint 
of the Iron Horse  
(History of Colo. rail travel) 
Noon - 1 p.m. $
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

saturday 1 and sunday 2

wednesday 19

saturday 22

monday 3 friday 7

saturday 15 and sunday 16

 sunday 16

saturday 8 friday 14

Write Aurora Workshop 
and Aurora Municipal 
Center Public Art Tour
1 - 3 p.m. (register at 
auroragov.org/recreation)
15151 E. Alameda Parkway

sunday 30
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Parol Lantern  
Making Workshop 
9 a.m. - noon $ 
Aurora History Museum 
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

Ukulele Lesson and 
Hawaiian Culture 
Program
1 - 3 p.m.  
Aurora History Museum 

21st Annual FallFest
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Fletcher Plaza
9898 E. Colfax Ave.

saturday  15

The Aurora Fox 
Arts Center  
Season 32 
Annual Gala 
6 p.m. $ 
9900 E. Colfax Ave.

 “A Night  
in Vienna”

Aurora Symphony 
Benefit Gala
5-9 p.m. $
Heritage Eagle Bend 
Golf Club
23155 E. Heritage 
Parkway

Mad Hatter Tea Party 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. $
The English Tea Shop
1930 S. Havana St., Unit 5

Tea and “How the West was Sung”
(Central City Opera) 2 - 3:30 p.m. $
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway



 

Gateway to the Rockies  
Art Show
Aurora History Museum
Through Saturday, Nov. 5
 “Dracula” the musical 
Aurora Fox Arts Center 
Through Nov. 6

Aurora Public Schools Student 
Traveling Art Show
Barnes and Noble 
1705 Abilene St.
Oct. 3-29 
Suss Buick - GMC 
1301 S. Havana St.
Nov. 1 - 30

Festival of Wreaths
Aurora History Museum
Nov. 8 - Dec. 11 

“Porgy and Bess”
Aurora Fox Arts Center
Opens Nov. 25 - Jan. 1

Write Aurora Workshop and  
Central Library Tour
1 - 3 p.m. 
(register at auroragov.org/recreation)
14949 E. Alameda Parkway

sunday 6

ongoing

Lecture: Denver’s  
Transit System  
Noon - 1 p.m.
Aurora History Museum
15051 E. Alameda Parkway

Ukulele Lesson & Hawaiian Culture Program
1 - 3 p.m.
Aurora History Museum • 15051 E. Alameda Parkway

Cultural Concert 
Honoring Native American Heritage 
Month & Día de los Muertos
Noon - 1 p.m.
Aurora Fox Arts Center
9900 E. Colfax Ave.

wednesday 9 wednesday 16

saturday 19

sunday 27
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Aurora Pottery Guild Sale
Noon - 8 p.m. Friday
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Saturday 
EcoTech Institute
1400 S. Abilene St.

friday 4 and saturday 5

save the 
date

“The Nutcracker”  
presented by Aurora Dance Arts and performed by 
the Aurora Symphony Orchestra
Friday, Dec. 9, 7 p.m. • Saturday, Dec.10, 2 & 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 11, 2 p.m. 
Aurora Central High School • Tickets: $16

1 

2 

3 4 

5 

november

Write Aurora Workshop and  
“Porgy and Bess” performance
1 - 3 p.m. (register at auroragov.org/recreation)
Aurora Fox Arts Center • 9900 E. Colfax Ave.

Opening Night:  “Porgy and Bess”
7:30 p.m. $ 
Aurora Fox Arts Center • 9900 E. Colfax Ave.

friday 25



You might already know Douwe 
Blumberg, if not by his name, by 
his public artwork around the city. 
Blumberg has captured the hearts 
and imagination of Aurorans since 
2009 when he created artwork 
for the Morrison Nature Center at 
Star K Ranch and for Side Creek 
Park.  Blumberg’s work will also 
be displayed at the soon-to-be-open 
2nd Avenue and Abilene light rail 
station in Aurora.

“Steel Stampede” at the Morrison 
Nature Center is a life-size herd 
of galloping Paint, Appaloosa and 
Arabian horses. These stainless and 
corten steel sculptures show power, 
movement and energy as they 
follow the path through the parking 
lot to the main trailhead for Star K 
Ranch.

Similarly, the “Birds of Aurora” 
on Side Creek Park echo the same 
power, movement and energy 
of stylized hawks evoking the 
freedom of flight.  At the edge of 
the park single birds take off in 
flight while at the intersections of 
Side Creek’s walking paths, a flock 

of birds swoosh upward.
“When I do a piece, my goal is to 
capture something special in it. I’m 
not interested in ‘pretty,’ I want a 
spark of life: movement, drama, 
that something that will make you 
look twice ... that power,” said 
Blumberg, who is originally from 
California and now resides in 
De Mossville, Ky. 

Blumberg’s sculpture at the 2nd 
Avenue and Abilene light rail 
station will be installed on a 
pedestrian bridge that crosses the 
High Line Canal. At one end of 
the bridge a sculptural archway 
will depict a mountain skyline and 
running water. On either side of the 
bridge, panorama friezes will face 
inward. One mural will depict early 
Aurora and the other will depict 
modern Aurora. Expect the artwork 
installation in late 2016 when the R 
Line opens. 

Learn more about the Art in Public 
Places collection at auroragov.org/
publicart.

NEW PUBLIC ART

MEET NEW

Coming From Douwe Blumberg

of Wreaths
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Aurora History  
Museum Director

The Aurora History Museum has a 
new director, and we found him in 
Hawaii! Scott Williams joined us 
after an extensive career with the 
National Park Service including the 
last six years as museum curator at 
Kalaupapa National Historical Park 
on the island of Molokai, Hawaii. 
Williams and his family just moved 
to Aurora. Welcome, Scott!

Get in the holiday spirit with this one-of-kind 
exhibit! For a $30 donation, sponsors receive 
a wreath to decorate for display at the Aurora 
History Museum. The wreaths are sold to 
the highest bidder through an ongoing silent 
auction. Bids can be placed anytime online 
and in person at the museum during normal 
business hours until noon on Dec. 11. 

Although many of the wreaths include 
traditional holiday decorations, others have 
featured patriotic themes, Broncos and even 
“Star Wars.” It’s a fun way for businesses 
and organizations to market themselves to 
the public or for individuals to show off their 
creativity and artistic talent.

The exhibit closes just in time for the holidays. 
Come by and bid on a festive new wreath or 
pick out some great gifts for friends and loved 
ones. All proceeds go to the Aurora Museum 
Foundation and help support museum exhibits 
and programs. For more information, call the 
Aurora History Museum at 303.739.6660.

Nov. 8 - 
Dec. 11

FESTIVAL



Downtown Aurora Visual Arts, DAVA, 
is a 23-year-old nonprofit organization 
offering free, high-quality, after-school 
visual arts programs and classes for 
students from pre-school through 
high school. DAVA regularly presents 
exhibits of its students’ work. The next 
exhibit, “Transit,” explores the future of 
transportation. David Klein, professor 
of Industrial Design at Metropolitan 
State University, worked with DAVA 
students to initiate the design process. 
“Transit” will also feature work by 
Professor Klein’s students from Metro. 

DAVA’s Job Training in the Arts, 
Computer Arts and Studio Arts, 
along with select high school 
students, examined the evolution of 
transportation devices, then researched 
and developed future designs. Younger 
students created a fully articulated road 
scene with vehicles and boats, bicycles 
and traffic signs. 

Also included in this exhibit are the 
results of fast paced summer projects in 
art and technology. Fifteen short films 
related to the future of transportation 
will be shown, produced by DAVA 
students and led by Professor Geoffrey 
Chadwick from Colorado Film School 
at Lowry. A new remote controlled 
“artbot” will be introduced, created 
during a special section of robotics 
in DAVA’s Job Training in the Arts 
program.

“Transit” opened Sept.22 and runs 
through Nov. 18. All DAVA exhibits are 
free and open to the public.

Located in the Aurora Cultural Arts 
District (ACAD), DAVA expects to 
serve more than 3,700 youth this year. 
DAVA’s programs serve one of the 
most diverse communities in the state 
of Colorado. Last year, its students 
were 52% Hispanic, 15% African 
American, 14% White, 8% Asian, 10% 

multi-ethnic; 65% are ESL learners and 
95% receive free or reduced lunch at 
their local schools.  Its program model 
emphasizes project-based learning, 
which combines creative thinking, 
information literacy and problem 
solving. 

In 2014, DAVA’s Job Training in the 
Arts program received the National 
Arts and Humanities Youth Program 
Award. Each year, this award honors 
12 of the country’s top creative youth 
development programs for using 
engagement in the arts and humanities 
to increase academic achievement, 
graduation rates and college 
enrollment.

Visit website for location and operating 
hours: www.davarts.org. 

EXHIBIT
Future of Transportation

OPPORTUNITIES
Professional Development. 

AUDITIONS FOR 
VINTAGE THEATRE

• Saturday, Oct. 8  
“Brilliant Traces,” “The 
Intelligent Design of Jenny 
Chow,” “A Time to Kill”  
and “Red.” 

• Saturday, Oct. 22  
 “Billy Elliot” – regional 
premiere and “Ring of Fire!” 
Denver-area premiere. 

Auditions: Vintage Theatre
1468 Dayton St.
Vintagetheatre.com/auditions/ or 
email vintagetheatreproductions@
gmail.com.
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Colorado-based artist Yulia 
Avgustinovich designed a two-block-
long street mural on Clinton Street 
– between Montview Boulevard and 
23rd Avenue – based on Stanley’s 
history in aviation manufacturing 
coupled with Aurora’s history and the 
growth and redevelopment happening 
in the area. The airplanes and trolley 

illustrate the role that transportation 
has played in Aurora’s history, and the 
flowers woven throughout symbolize 
the growth and rebirth of the area. 
342 volunteers came out over two 
weekends to create this massive mural. 
The project took more than 180 gallons 
of paint and is now one of the largest 
murals in Colorado.  

The city of Aurora believes in the 
power of public art to make great 
places and build community!

CLINTON
Street Mural



CULTURAL 
SERVICES 
DIVISION
auroragov.org/arts
culture@auroragov.org

Art in Public Places 
Program
303.739.6747
Aurora Dance Arts 
classes  
303.326.8308
Aurora Fox Arts Center 
303.739.1970
Aurora History Museum 
303.739.6660
Bicentennial Art Center 
303.344.1776
Fine Arts classes 
303.344.1776
Fine and Performing  
Arts outreach  
303.739.6520
Historic Preservation/ 
Historic Sites
303.739.6661
History Education 
program  
303.739.6663
Music classes
303.344.1776
Pottery classes
303.344.1776
Show Wagon-Portable 
stage
303.739.6520
Aurora Summer Concerts
303.739.6520
Theatre classes
303.739.6520

YEARS

1891
2016AURORA, 

One of the reasons the Aurora History 
Museum’s exhibits are always free is the 
funding from the Scientific & Cultural 
Facilities District (SCFD). First approved 
by voters in 1988, the SCFD is funded by 
a dedicated sales tax – one cent on every 
$10. Today, the SCFD helps fund more than 
300 nonprofit organizations that provide 
high-quality programming throughout the 
7-county metro region. Because of SCFD 
funds, last year, organizations offered 
educational programs – most of them 
free – to 4.25 million students, gave 5.2 

million free admissions and 4.25 million 
reduced admissions and more than 100 free 
days. Since SCFD inception, attendance 
has climbed 95 percent and citizens have 
access to twice the number of organizations. 
Reauthorization of the SCFD has been 
approved by voters twice in its 28-year 
history. Another SCFD renewal will be 
on the Nov. 8 ballot for an extension until 
2030. The amount of the sales tax will 
remain unchanged. The Aurora History 
Museum and the Aurora Fox Arts Center are 
proud recipients of SCFD funding.

The Aurora Symphony Orchestra will open 
its 2016-2017 season with the famous, and 
very funny, operetta “Die Fledermaus” by 
Johann Strauss Jr.  Partnering with Opera 
on Tap Colorado, the production will be 
fully staged and sung in English.  
“Die Fledermaus” (The Bat) – a comedy 
based on revenge, ill-conceived flirtations 
and mistaken identities – is a favorite 
operetta for many, not only because the 
music is so wonderful but also because the 
characters are so unique. 
Founded in 1978, the Aurora Symphony 
Orchestra embraces Aurora’s rich cultural 
diversity and appreciation for the arts by 
performing symphonic music that honors 
our heritage, celebrates our contemporary 
artistic environment and forges a cultural 
legacy for the future. Opera on Tap was 
founded in New York City in 2005 when 
a few singers, out for a drink in Brooklyn, 
wondered what it would be like if classical 
singers could gig at local bars and small 
rock venues the way that bands do. Opera 
on Tap has since grown to boast chapters 
across the U.S. and the world.  
Celebrate the magic of music combined 
with the spectacle of opera on Saturday, 
Oct. 15, at 7 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 16, at  
3 p.m. at North Middle School Auditorium, 
12095 Montview Blvd.

you Know?

“Die Fledermaus” 
takes stage in  
Aurora

DID

STRAUSS’




